Conſiderations hunbly Propoſed for preventing intelli= 


gence and Correſpondency with France. 


——\HAT there is a Correſporidericy with France mantained 4tid kept on 
 Footas frequently as in times of Peace by Sloops and ſmall Veſſels, which 
carry over Wooll, and return with French Points and other fine Goods,and 


tharby the fame Conveyance, difaffected Perſons, and Letters of Intelligence, are 


alſo carried to and fro, can be made appear by many late Inſtances. 

And Whereas the laſt Seſſions of Parliament the AQ made in the Firſt Year of 
Their Majeſties Reign, to Prevent the Exportation of Wool to France, was continu- 
ed for a longer time ; yet by the three foregoing years experience, it is Evident it 
took no effect, the only reaſon being, that although by the faid Aft there were ſe- 


veral fitting perſons named as Commiſſioners to ſee the Laws put in Execution, yet - 


there was no proviſiori made thereby for paying and fatisfying of ſuch perſons they 
ſhould employ. ED 

And that there is att Abſolute Neceſſity, more eſpecially at this: time, that the 
faid Correſpondency and Intelligence ſhould be prevented (all muſt be ſenfible of) 
and that theſame could not hitherto be done by the Officers of the Cuſtom-Houſe 1s 
evident by matter of fact, rhey having the King's other buſineſs to mind, neither 
doth it confiſt with their intereſt, wholly toprevent the Exportation of Wool 
Which means the faid Correſpondeney is kept on Foot ) for then all advantage by 
Seizures would ceaſe. - 

But that it may be effeCtually done if a due courſe be taken, is evident by an 
Example in the Late King's Reign, when a Commillion was granted to ſeveral Mer 
Chants and others, to put the Laws in Execution againſt the Offenders, Whereupon 
ſome of the ſaid Commiſſioners employed ſeveral Perſons of their own chooſing, 
whoſe integrity and induſtry had that good efie&; and fo much allarmed the French, 


that ina very ſhort time it cauſed the price of our Wool to advance there near 


double of what it was before ; and if there had been a reaſonable ſum of Moneys 
allowed the faid Commiſſioners, for enabling them to have kept on foot the faid 
Undertaking, they had beyond alldoubt, pur a final End to that miſchievous Trade, 
but having expended large ſums of their own, and no proviſion made for their re- 
imburſement, they were forced to deſiſt. | 

Therefore, And in as much as the FaCtors of Blackwell-Hall, have conſented and 
agreed by a Writing under their hands, to allow a proportion for all ſorts of Wool- 
en Goods they ſhould ſell towards mantaining the charge of preventing the Ex- 
portation of Wool, and that moſt of the ſaid Faftors and principal Clothiers in Eng- 
land, have alſo Petitiofhied and Addreſſed to their reſpe&ive Members, that the 
Commiſſioners named as aforeſaid; might be legally impowered to Collect and Re- 
ceive their ſaid voluritary Subſcriptions, as being tentible ther intereſt, as well astheir 
zeal will quicken their care and induſtry therein. | | 

[t is therefore humbly offered as the only Expedient that is remaining, or can be 
found ro prevent the Correſpondency and Intelligence with ſo powertul an Enemy 
as are the French, that the Commiſſioners named by the aforeſaid Actof Parliament, 
or ſo many of them as ſhall be thought fit may be legally impowered to colte&and 
receive the forementioned Contributions, or elfe that fome reaſonable Fund be other- 
wiſe aſſigned them for paying and fatisfying ſuch Perſons as they ſhall think fit to 
employ, and rhe faid Commutlioners to be accountable for the diſpoſal of what they 
{hall ſo receive in manner as ſhall be thought meet. | 


Note, That at this very time, the Boats and Sloops which carry out our 
Wool, take in large quantities of Corn for Ballaſt. 
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